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The following activities were done for the month of September to November 2018 

 

CANCER MONTH EVENT (CHRU AND WITKOPPEN CLINIC) 

 

CHRU and Witkoppen clinic collaborated in commemorating the Cancer month. They held a Cancer walk on 

the 20th October 2018 which took place in Diepsloot squatter Camp. 

This was a 5km walk from the Witkoppen clinic via William Nicole Street in Fourways and back to the clinic.  

Different stakeholders attended. After the walk, there were presentations by the Department of Health 

representative and Cancer survivors. 

 

CHRU CAB educated the community on TB and HIV and they also issued research pamphlets. The event 

was a success.  

 

 

  
Image 1: CHRU CAB MEMBERS ISSUING PAMPHLETS 

 

 

CTU CAB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (CHRU and Wits RHI) 

 

On the 10th November 2018 CHRU & Wits RHI  CAB’s held their Annual General meeting at the Wits RHI 

(Hugh Solomon Hall) The attendees were welcomed by Thandekile Essien who is the CTU & GPP Project 

Manager, she then proceeded by mentioning the background and purpose of this meeting. The AGM was 

to recap for the year of 2018 and also project and plan for 2019. 

Ms Essien shared the objectives of the AGM to the attendees and later handed over to the programme 

directors Thando Bam and Jeanette Masiyapata  

 

They also greeted and welcomed everyone in attendance. 

The agenda for the day was shared with everyone in attendance. Everybody signed the attendance register 

 

The programme began with a panel discussion by three CTU Pi’s Dr Sharlaa Badal-Faesen. Dr Lee Fairlee 

and Dr Thesla Palanee. Their topic of discussion was on the “Overview of South Africa’s evolving research 

landscape. The following were their key focus areas”: 

 



- Focus on our CTU and the diversity and depth of the populations we work with and interventions that are 
being tested in SA 

- Include benefits and challenges (need for greater coordination, etc.) to this expanding research agenda, and 
what this evolving research landscape means for our communities. 

- Challenges of enrolling adolescents in clinical trials: Is parental waiver a feasible solution? Will community 
support the idea? 

 
Ms. Essien facilitated the panel discussion. She briefly requested all the PI’s to introduce themselves. She took 
questions from the CAB members and the respective PI’s  answered the questions respectively. 
 
The CAB members asked relevant questions especially pertaining to the future of the CAB in South Africa. The 
discussions were fruitful and yielded positive results. 

 

  

Image 2: Cab programme directors Ntando Bam and Jeanette Masiyapata 

 



 

Image3: CTU PI’s engaging with CAB members in a panel session . 

 

 

Image 4: Dr Failee, Dr Badal-Faese and Dr Thesla Palanee appreciated for their attendance 

Following tea break, the aim of the session was to discuss “CAB Effectiveness – big and small: How our engagement 
aims to improve people’s lives”  
Using small groups (commissions) format, hosted by CAB members from Wits RHI and CHRU, the coordinators 
facilitated a dynamic dialogue with CAB members. Each leading CAB member was asked to give 5 minutes opening 
remarks on the main area of interest.   

 

CAB members were divided into six groups. Each group was given a topic of discussion. This session focused on the 
priorities of the CAB interests, specifically debating topics that speaks to our research communities through the lens 
of innovative approaches and interventions being tested across protocols.  
 
Topics included: 

- Making HIV Testing a cool trend among young people  
- Role of men in clinical trials 
- Possible ways of  measuring the impact of CAB members 
- Use of technology in addressing health issues 
- Unpacking structural and social barriers in HIV prevention 
- Training focus areas for 2019  

 



Each group nominated a presenter that presented for the whole group for five minutes. The coordinators 

kept the presentations for reporting and future planning. 

 

 
 Image 5: Cab member’s presentations



 


